


How is DCPS Social Studies Shifting?

  District of Columbia Public Schools  | December 14, 2023 2



2023 DC Social Studies Standards- Adopted June 2023

How is DCPS Social Studies Shifting?

  District of Columbia Public Schools  | December 14, 2023 3

Inquiry History Geography Civics Economics

https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/Adopted%20Standards%20%28July%202023%29.pdf


Major Shifts in Standards

Focus on development of 
historical thinking and 

analysis skills

Inclusion of civic online 
reasoning as a key skill

Directly addresses white 
supremacy

Reduction in number of 
standards, increase in 

rigor of standards

Increased LEA and 
educator autonomy for 

areas of focus

Directly examines the 
complex history of racism 
in the United States and 

global history







9th-12th Required Course Progression – 2006 Standards and 2023 Standards 
(changes to launch in SY25-26)

World History I –
Ancient World to 

Early Modern 
Empires (1600 CE)

World History II –
Interregional 

Interactions (~14th

century) to Present 

US History II -
Reconstruction to 

Present

Government and 
Civics

DC History and 
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Inquiry in Social Studies
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Standards Implementation Timeline

Summer 2023

•



DC Social Studies Standards

From Standards to Curriculum
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DCPS Social Studies Power Standards

DCPS  SS Course Descriptions/Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings

Inquiry Arcs: Compelling Questions/Performance Tasks

Supporting Questions/Formative Assessments

Resource Gathering

Source Sets-Tier 1 Supports

DCPS SS Curriculum
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