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To be promoted, students must pass all core subject areas. DCPS students with more than 30 unexcused  
absences in a school year will not be promoted unless the principal submits a written explanation justifying 
the decision to the Chancellor before the promotion is made.10

B. Promotion and Retention of Pre-K – 8th  Grade Students
Per DC Code § 38-781.02, decisions regarding the promotion and retention of DCPS students enrolled in pre- 
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• Any student who earns 18 Carnegie Units by completing content standards of the required
courses, including 11th grade English, shall be eligible to be classified as a 12th grade
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the DCMR shall attend the summer school session immediately following the school year in which they were 
retained, unless specifically excused by the principal or the Chancellor. 

A student who attends summer school due to retention shall be reevaluated for promotion i




