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ENG II: Tension in Literature 
Summer Reading and Experience List 
“Any topic you want to be able to read about is a topic you must become knowledgeable about.” ~E.D. Hirsch Jr. and 

Lisa Hansel 

“…what students already know about the content is one of the strongest indicators of how well they will learn new 

information relative to the content.” (Marzano) Building background knowledge both helps students engage with 
complex texts and ensures that learning sticks. Independently selecting and reading texts, along with engaging in 

dynamic experiences connected to upcoming topics or themes, builds this important content knowledge. When students 

head into the school year armed with knowledge about upcoming content, they are better able to access and develop a 

https://www.dclibrary.org/summerchallenge
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/middle-school-series


   

    

 

https://globalkids.org/become-a-global-kid/
https://www.nslcleaders.org/youth-leadership-programs/leadership-development-programs/
https://www.nslcleaders.org/youth-leadership-programs/leadership-development-programs/
https://volunteer.capitalareafoodbank.org/
https://volunteer.capitalareafoodbank.org/
https://www.thrivedc.org/volunteer/faq/
http://awidercircle.org/get-involved/volunteer/
https://www.globalonenessproject.org/
https://weta.org/tv/program/vietnam-war/local/timeline
https://www.vvmf.org/Virtual-Tour/
https://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/vietnam
https://amhistory.si.edu/militaryhistory/printable/section.asp?id=12
https://amhistory.si.edu/militaryhistory/printable/section.asp?id=12
https://www.newseum.org/exhibits/current/the-bancroft-family-ethics-center/
https://www.folger.edu/tours

