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Introduction 

In compliance with Section 38-203(i) of the District of Columbia Code, DC Public Schools (DCPS) is 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ truancy data for School Year 2021-2022 to the Mayor and 

the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE). As required, the report reflects: 

¶ The number of minors with unexcused absences, categorized by grade, or equivalent grouping 

for ungraded schools for: 

o One (1) to five (5) days 

o Six (6) to ten (10) days 

o Eleven (11) to Twenty (20) days 

o Twenty-one (21) or more days 

 

¶ A discussion of the efforts of the school-based student support teams to reduce unexcused 

absences that includes: 

o The number of students referred to a school-based student support team; 

o The number of students who met with a school-based student support team; 

o 





   
 

4 

and DGS monitored the effectiveness of protocols at the systems-level and made adaptations as 

needed.  

Our operations team ensured all schools received water bottle filling stations, hand sanitizing stations, 

and personal protective equipment. We also instituted bi-weekly walkthroughs to monitor COVID- 19 

supplies at each school and verify compliance with our health and safety protocols. 

DCPS has also maintained a singular focus on academic acceleration. To support systemic recovery, 
DCPS developed a Continuous Education Plan (CEP)1 in August 2021 which outlined the multi-faceted 
ways in which DCPS would assess and address learning loss for students facing challenges. This plan met 
state-level requirements established by the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) and 
federal requirements related to the American Rescue Plan Elementary and Secondary Emergency Relief 
Act (ARP-ESSER).  
 
Further, during School Year (SY) 2020-21, DCPS piloted and implemented a nationally recognized, 
research- based Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) framework2 to address student learning needs. 
This pilot informed a District-wide rollout of MTSS for SY 2021-22.  MTSS supports students by using 
data to holistically analyze their strengths and needs across key domains (academics, attendance, 
behavior). This analysis supports tailored interventions based on level and area of student need.  
 
Additionally, as articulated in the CEP, DCPS is strategically using federal funding to support accelerated 
learning for students most impacted by the pandemic. Beginning Summer 2021 and continuing into 
SY21-22 (FY22), DCPS strategically allocated a total of $26 million in Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) II funding directly to schools to support acceleration programming for 
students most impacted by the pandemic, with a goal of addressing disproportionate impact and 
promoting learning recovery for students most at risk. This funding supported Summer Acceleration 
Academies, School Year Acceleration Academies, High Impact Tutoring, and other tiered supports for 
students. We will continue to utilize ESSER funds and MTSS to support acceleration in SY2022-2023. 

Last, DCPS leveraged its Comprehensive School Plan (CSP) process to develop annual school-specific 
improvement priorities and success measures based on student data.  This practice will continue in the 
upcoming school year. 
 
In addition to our COVID-19 protocols and academic supports, we made supporting student mental 

health a priority. SY21-22 recovery efforts were targeted toward the expressed need
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For SY 21-22, DCPS maintained key external partnerships to strengthen efforts around attendance. 

These partnerships included but were not limited to: Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA), The Lab 

Ϫ 5/Σ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ όh{{9ύΣ IŀǊǾŀǊŘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ tǊƻǾƛƴƎ DǊƻǳƴd, 
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The overall goal of this structure is to provide resources that are more responsive and aligned to 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ and identify and catch problems early. 

 

Continued Focus on 100% Attendance Entry: Ensuring that attendance-taking policies are clear and 
back-
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Key Data Trends 

¶ As the pandemic continued, students continued to miss more school than was typical in a pre-
pandemic school year. Prior to 2019-20, DCPS In-Seat Attendance was around 89%, compared to 

84.9% in SY21-22. As reported by the Institute of Education Sciences, this was also the case 

nationally3.  

¶ Districtwide, In-Seat Attendance was down compared to last year4, and more students were 

chronically absent. Although DCPS made a concerted and focused effort to have students attend 

school in-person unless they were deemed eligible by OSSE for virtual learning, health-related 

concerns created attendance aversion, and family challenges related to the pandemic continued 
to hurt attendance.  

 Table 1: Attendance Metrics 

Metric  Grade  SY21-22  

In-Seat Attendance  District  84.9%  

  PK  87.5%  

  K-5  91.3%  

  6-8  86.9%  

  9-12  
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Table 2: Unexcused Absences Counting Toward Truancy by Grade 
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families and stresses the importance of taking part in instruction every day. Schools will be expected to 
use additional measures beyond daily attendance as indicators of student engagement in learning. 

These include encouraging participation in live classes, access and utilization of other learning platforms, 
submission of assignments, and conducting student and family outreach efforts. 

DCPS continued to improve and update data integrity, messaging, and systems to better position 
schools to combat chronic absenteeism. 
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https://dcpsreopenstrong.com/sy21-22/virtual/
https://dcpsreopenstrong.com/sy21-22/virtual/
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absences. These periodic notifications will be managed by EveryDay Labs. This partnership, as supported 
by the Deputy Mayor for Education, will help DCPS use research-based family communication messaging 
designed to reduce student absenteeism in the classroom. We expect to regularly reach out to our most 
chronically absent students and their families with this project. 

DCPS also joined forces with the DME to increase support provided by the Safe Passage Program to 

include 9 additional DCPS schools. For the upcoming school year, this program has been expanded to 

provide an additional designated Safe Passage Priority Area14. This area was identified based on a review 

of Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) and Metropolitan Transit Police Department (MTPD) data, 

school Incident and discipline reports, and the input of school resource officers, and school leaders. The 

new Safe Passage Priority Area, Petworth/Brightwood, was created from schools that were previously 

included in the Columbia Heights Priority Area. Two new DCPS schools (Ida B. Wells MS and Deal MS) 

were added to the area that supports current DCPS program participants Coolidge HS, McFarland HS, 

Roosevelt HS, and Roosevelt Stay. During SY22-23, for each of the Safe Passage Priority Areas, regular 

calls or meetings will be held between school leaders, MPD, Department of Transportation, and Metro 

Transit Police to discuss student safety concerns, plan assistance that is provided to areas, and share 

strategies for improving safety. Feedback from each meeting is used to determine what additional 

support is needed. 

DCPS will continue its efforts with the Show Up, Stand Out (SUSO) Program to support our families and 

reduce truancy. SUSO is expected to support students in 60 of our elementary/middle schools. The goal 

of the program is to intervene with families early to identify barriers to attendance and provide needed 

supports and interventions. They will help schools with home visits, attendance conferences and school-

wide incentives. SUSO has committed to providing direct support to students and families by providing 

food, wrap-around services, employment, rental assistance, mental health support, hygiene products, 

ǊŜŦŜǊǊŀƭǎ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ŀōǎŜƴǘŜŜƛǎƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ 

goal is to support 2,000 DCPS students in the upcoming school year. 

As previously mentioned, DCPS and the Child and Family Services (CFSA) have worked to strengthen its 

partnership and we will continue to have regular meetings between CFSA and central services 

attendance staff to ensure families are being referred, as needed, and DCPS families experiencing 

hardships are properly supported. CFSA will also continue to conduct monthly virtual check in meetings 

for school staff to discuss specific cases or concerns. 

DCPS will continue to implement the MTSS framework holistically as we regularly review student 

academic, behavior, and attendance data. This process helps us identify supports that will help all 

students continue to succeed, and it assists DCPS in meeting the goal of providing targeted interventions 

to students with the greatest needs. We will continue this intensive acceleration and MTSS work over 

the summer 2022 and into SY 2022-2023. Additionally, the MTSS and Attendance central office teams 

will conduct quarterly collaboration sessions to review trends and share best practices across clusters 

and schools. DCPS will also continue its focus on building schools' positive culture, so that students 

develop a sense of belonging, become more invested in their learning, and are excited about attending 

school. DCPS will have ongoing training for 
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Central Office specialists will continue to support schools with instructional development, data analysis, 

and with other student-focused interventions as part of the DCPS Cluster Support Model (CSM). This 
model strengthens cross-collaboration between teams. Staff members will monitor student attendance, 

ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀōǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ 

to address those needs and improve attendance. The goal is to catch problems early, respond to 
intervention warning flags for specific numbers of absences, meaningfully involve the MTSS leadership 

team in weekly review of student attendance concerns so they can partner with attendance staff to 
devise proper supports for students and determine when it is best to refer students to the larger MTSS 

process.  

 

Starting in SY22-23, schools will be re-aligned into 9 clusters down from 10. This shift groups middle 

schools and comprehensive high schools into their own dedicated clusters and moves all Educational 

Campuses to elementary clusters to facilitate deepened early literacy work. Through this reorganization 

DCPS will continue to invest in robust support for our secondary schools, with a particular focus on our 

schools serving students farthest from opportunity. This will include allocating additional funding toward 

realigning key Central Office supports around 9 clusters. Each cluster will continue to have designated 

staff support in key areas: academics, data, attendance, operations, special education, and technology. 

 

For the fifth year, and as discussed above, DCPS will ensure that schools incorporate attendance 

strategies as part of their CSP, which establishes annual improvement goals for each school. This is 

important work because it focuses on reducing chronic absenteeism and is anchored in specific 

research-based strategies such as mentoring, relationship building, connecting students with trusted 

adults, positive messaging, outreach, and engagement. This past Spring, each school completed a self-

assessment on attendance practices, to be sure that their plans are designed to have student supports 

that are aligned to needs. As a part of this process, schools have been provided clear attendance 

strategies and attendance tool kits to support their work in this area.  

 

DCPS will also use its Student Empowerment and Equity Programming (SEEP), which encompasses our 
suite of student-facing equity initiatives: We the Girls; Educating Males of Color (EMOC); Reign; and 

Critical Conversations to increase student satisfaction and connection with school, thereby improving 

attendance outcomes. On average, SEEP directly impacts approximately 1000 students each school year.  

 

Central Office Attendance Specialists will continue to focus their supports on schools with intensive 

attendance concerns. This includes school visits to check for attendance best practices and rigorous 

analysis of attendance data and practices within our schools experiencing chronic absenteeism. After 
completion of these reviews, the DCPS Central Office attendance team provides recommendations and 

support to improve attendance team structures, create an attendance plan, and provide professional 

development on best practices for supporting students. Each year DCPS starts the school year with a set 

of identified schools that need intensive support. This designation was based on a data review 

performed by the Attendance Team and vetted with Instructional Superintendents as a part of the 
Cluster Model of Support. The following schools have been designated to receive this intensive support 

for SY22-23: 

¶ Elementary Schools (21): Aiton ES, Amidon Bowen ES, Boone ES, Burrville ES, Garfield 

ES, Hendley ES, Houston ES, King ES, Langdon ES, Ludlow-Taylor ES, Malcolm X ES, Miner 
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ES, Patterson ES, Raymond ES, Savoy ES, Simon ES, Stanton ES, Smothers ES, Tubman ES, 
Thomas ES, Takoma ES  

¶ Education Campuses (3): Leckie EC, Walker Jones EC, River Terrace  

¶ Middle Schools (5): Eliot-Hine MS, Johnson MS, MacFarland MS, Kelly Miller MS, Sousa 
MS 

¶ High Schools (5): Anacostia HS, Ballou HS, H.D. Woodson HS, Coolidge HS, and Dunbar 
HS  

¶ Opportunity Academies (3): Ballou STAY, Luke C. Moore, and Roosevelt STAY 

 

It is important to note that three (3) schools (Ketcham ES, Nalle ES, and Tyler ES) were upgraded from 

requiring intensive levels of support in SY21-
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School Name 

Truancy 
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